THE   SEEKER  AFTER  SALVATION       39

into difficulties. As a secretary he was useless,
as a pastor he was unendurably strict. What
with early prayers, objecting to shooting on Sun-
day, and trine immersion for infants brought to
baptism, he was soon thoroughly unpopular.
Besides, Mrs. Hawkins was there, whose husband,
given to a little Sunday shooting, was surgeon at
Frederica. Mrs. Hawkins, young and gay, we
remember, and her friend Mrs. Welch, believed
that life was meant to be physically enjoyed ; and
both seemed to feel that the best person to enjoy
it with would be Oglethorpe. They went to
Charles Wesley and confessed that they had com-
mitted adultery with Oglethorpe ; they then went
to Oglethorpe and told him that his secretary
was spreading this libel about him. The as-
tounded governor was furious, after the manner of
a man of action ; he would be seized, as men of
action so often are, with ill-disciplined spasms of
religion, now hot, now cold, flying into rages,
then brimming over with honeyed love. When
the perturbing Mrs. Hawkins came to him with
her story, he turned against Charles, ordered his
people to provide him with nothing, not even
boards to lie on, and forbade them to touch his
laundry, Charles's life grew intolerable ; he was
shot at, he fell ill, he believed that his enemies
,were possessed of devils (whence, possibly, his
brother's extreme fasting), and John came to the
rescue, being nearly drowned on the journey.
While there he seemed to make a little progress